A N N IV E R S A R IE S O F O T H E R A C A D E M IE S A N D SO C IE T IE S G R E E T IN G S f r o m t h e R O Y A L S O C IE T Y O F L O N D O N t o t h e C H E M IC A L S O C IE T Y
r i iH E President, Officers, C ouncil and Fellows of the Royal I Society of L ondon offer their most cordial congratulations to the Chem ical Society on this memorable occasion marking the passage of the first hundred years since its birth on the twenty 'third of February 1841.
Your first President was Thomas Graham , a distinguished Fellow of the Royal Society and our friendly association so auspiciously initiated has been cemented by a common interest in the advance of scientific knowledge and by intimate collaboration from the Foundation to the present day.
In 1912 we were gratified to receive a Celebration Address from the Chem ical Society in which felicitations were offered as from a daughter to her parent. W e were indeed glad to accept the honour so gracefully bestowed and realize that it was a merited tribute to the memory of pioneers in the organization of the community of investL gators in the domain of physical science.
Even as the Greeks conceived the world of form to be immanent in Nature as an organism, so this structure of Scientific Societies is an embodiment of knowledge accessible to all men. The phenomenal growth of science and technology has rendered necessary the existence of societies devoted to the various branches of study and the chemists were among the first to proclaim their faith and to foresee the great developments of the future. Looking back we realize that their optimism has been much more than justified ; their wildest dreams have been surpassed by the reality. W Een the Society celebrated its Jubilee in 1891 the advances of chemistry were already prodigious. N ot only had the foundations been secured but a noble edifice had been reared upon them. There are some w ho can recall the events of 1891 and w ho must now contemplate the dramatic progress o f the last fifty years with amazement. W hether the penetration o f the secrets of the atom, the transmutation of elements, the advance o f physico^ chemical theory, or the developments o f biochemistry be considered, we stand in awe and must seek strength to use with wisdom the powers with w hich we are now endowed. T he parallel growth o f the Chem ical Industry has been equally remarkable and the Fellows o f the C hem ical Society have played a worthy part in this evolution o f the large scale transformation of materials and the utilization o f natural resources for the benefit o f m ankind.
The leadership of the Chem ical Society during the century has been maintained by the splendid achievements o f its Fellows, by the provision of facilities for discussion and publication o f original papers, by the circulation o f chemical abstracts, and by the maintenance o f a unique library. In all these matters, now so generally adopted that they appear almost commonplace, you showed the way and have ever maintained the highest standards. In times o f war the Fellows of the Chem ical Society, individually and corporately have given inestimable service to the nation.
The many Fellows of the Chem ical Society and succession of Presidents who have also been Fellows o f the Royal Society form a better link between us than the corridor proposed to be made in 1859 between our respective apartments. W e are happy to know that these close relations will find further expressions during the Centenary Celebrations in which we wish you all joy. Your high ideals and your fine record, on which you now look back with pride, are the best auguries for the future.
July, 1947 R o b e r t R o b i n s o n

President
G R EETIN G S from th e R O Y A L S O C IE T Y O F L O N D O N
congratulations to the Consiglio Nazionale Delle Ricerche on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of Signor Guglielmo Marconi's pioneer experiments in wireless telegraphy. It recalls with pride the early association of the great inventor with many scientific workers in Great Britain and, in particular, with the Engineer-in-Chief of the British Post Office, Sir William Preece, a Fellow of the Society.
It was in linking Britain with her oldest colony, Newfoundland, that Marconi made the significant discovery that long-distance wireless communication was practically possible, a discovery that became the starting point of many scientific investigations concerning the electrical state of the upper reaches of the earth's atmosphere. Another discovery, of allied significance, was that of the diurnal variation of the strength of long-distance radio emissions, on which subject Marconi read a paper to the Society in 1902.
The consequences of Marconi's work and its subsequent develop ment have been profoundly far-reaching. Nation now speaks unto Nation. But this is not all. Using radio waves in scientific exploration the natural philosopher has elucidated many solar and terrestrial relationships and has gained a wider understanding of many cosmic phenomena.
In greeting the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche on this auspicious occasion, the Royal Society is happy to feel that, once more, the way is now open for international collaboration; and trusts that science which, through the ages, has stood as a symbol of progress by common human effort, may make its own special con tribution to the harmonious relationship between all peoples.
R o b er t R o b in so n
September, 194 7 President
T h e R o y a l S o c ie t y was represented by D r H . R. Ricardo, F.R.S., at the celebrations in connexion with the Centenary, which were held in the Hague from 22 to 26 September 1947. A commemorative medal was presented to the Society on this occasion and has been placed in the medal collection in the library.
